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IRSC OVERVIEW 
 
INDIAN RIVER STATE COLLEGE (IRSC) is a public, comprehensive college with a statewide and national 
reputation for excellence. Located in Florida’s Treasure Coast region, each of the College’s five 
campuses provide unparalleled educational environments. 
 
IRSC serves approximately 30,000 students annually and offers more than 100 programs leading to 
Bachelor’s degrees, Associate degrees, technical certificates and applied technology diplomas. 
Continuing a 60-year tradition of responsiveness to community needs, IRSC is committed to 
advancing educational, cultural, career training, workforce and economic development in its service 
area. 
 
IRSC was distinguished as the 2019 winner of the prestigious Aspen Prize for Community College 
Excellence, an honor that recognizes outstanding quality in the areas of completion & transfer, labor 
market outcomes, learning, equity and more. IRSC is one of the few colleges in the nation to earn the 
Achieving the Dream™ Leader College designation. The College is identified by the United States 
Department of Education as the most affordable college in Florida and the third-most affordable 
college in the country. 
 

EA/EO 
 
Indian River State College provides equal employment and educational opportunities to all 
without regard to race, color, natio (a)10 23l f
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 3  

INTRODUCTION 
 
The IRSC Paramedic program is offered through the Health Science Division.  All applicants enter this 
program through a Selective Admissions process.  Contact Student Services at any IRSC campus or the 
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ACCEPTANCE INTO PROGRAM 
 
Paramedic applicants are accepted on a competitive basis pending successful completion of 
checklist items on page 1 by the application deadline.  Students will then be notified via the email 
address provided in the Health Science Application to complete a drug screen, criminal 
background check, physical examination, immunization record and health insurance for final 
acceptance. 
 
CPR CERTIFICATION 
 
All Paramedic applicants must be certified in American Heart Association BLS Provider CPR.  The 
card should be valid through the end of the Paramedic program.  The applicant will not be 
accepted without a valid CPR card.  Failure to maintain a current CPR card will result in immediate 
withdrawal from the program. 
 
DRUG SCREENING & CRIMINAL BACKGROUND CHECK 
 
Refer to the IRSC website at www.irsc.edu.  Click Programs, select Meta Major, Health Science 
Meta Major. Go to Paramedic, select Background Check and Drug Screening Requirements. 
 
HEALTH/MEDICAL RECORD  
 
A completed medical health form must also be submitted and approved by the Program Director.  
This health record will contain results from a physical examination and laboratory tests including 
immunization records.  The form is located on the IRSC website at www.irsc.edu.  Click Programs. 
Select Health Science Meta Major. Go to Paramedic, select Health Science Physical Examination 
and Immunization Form. 
 
Applicants who do not meet the standards of good physical and mental health, as required by 
clinical facilities for safe patient care, may reapply and be considered for application to a Health 
Science program after resolution of the health problem.  An updated health record, verified by a 
licensed physician, physician’s assistant or an ARNP must be submitted. 
 
STUDENT DRUG SCREEN, BACKGROUND CHECK, AND MEDICAL RECORDS 
 
When submitted, these records will become the property of the College and will not be available 
for copying or for use to meet the requirements of outside employers. Students who are out of 
the program for six months or more must submit new records. 
 
NON-ACCEPTANCE INTO PROGRAM 
 
Applicants who are not accepted into the program will be notified by RiverMail. If you would like 
information on how to strengthen your application, call the Office of the Dean of Health Science 
772-462-7550  
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PARAMEDIC PROGRAM CURRICULUM 
 
This approximately ten-month program is comprised of classroom, laboratory, hospital and 
ambulance rotations. The Paramedic program may be taken as a technical certificate (42 credits) 
or an A.S. Degree (73 credits). 
 
The A.S. Degree in Emergency Medical Services provides the graduate with a strong general 
education and science background to enhance and expand the technical knowledge of the EMT 
and Paramedic Certificate programs. 
 
All core curriculum and Natural Science courses require a grade of "C" or higher.  For more 
information, visit www.irsc.edu. Click Quick Links, click Course Catalog, select Associate in 
Science, scroll down the page and select Paramedic. 
 
PARAMEDIC PROGRAM EXPENSES 
 
Visit www.irsc.edu. Click Programs.  Select Meta Major, select Health Science Meta Major and 
go to Paramedic and select Expenses. 
 
FINANCIAL AID/SCHOLARSHIPS 
 
Financial Aid (grants, loans, work-study) is available to those who qualify.  Complete the 
FAFSA and IRSC Supplemental Financial Aid Application to determine eligibility.  For more 
information, contact the IRSC Financial Aid Office at 772-462-7450 or toll-free at 1-866-900-
3243 (FAID). 
 
Scholarships designated for students in the Health Science programs may also be available.  
Complete IRSC ONLINE Scholarship Applications through MyPioneerPortal. 
 
For more information regarding scholarships, contact Sherri Monds at smonds@irsc.edu.
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EMT & PARAMEDIC CORE PERFORMANCE STANDARDS 
 
Introduction 
 
The following general position description for the EMT and Paramedic is provided as a guide for 
advising those interested in understanding the qualifications, competencies and tasks required 
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Description of Tasks 
 

1. Receives call from dispatcher, responds appropriately to emergency calls, reads maps, 
may drive ambulance to emergency site, uses most expeditious route and observes 
traffic ordinances and regulations. 

2. Determines nature and extent of illness or injury, takes pulse, blood pressure, visually 
observes changes in skin color, auscultates breath sounds, makes determination 
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IRSC offers many disability resources at on-campus labs. The SAS works with online students 
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